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Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 
libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved 
the appeal and life of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to offer what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantee 
the edge binding tape for the litle of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover ts offered at a lower price 


Should you have a limited budget please allow us 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least filty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate trom England 
precut to size, we have avatlable 10> reels 24 in. wide, 
004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d 
per Ib. plus packaging and freight 


If we have aroused your interest—write to: 


COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 


P.O. Box 1941: Auckland. 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 








Secret 
Hon. : 
Hon. 


Preside 
Standir 
Stand. 
Coun 
Reviey 


Fiction 


mitte 
the j 
has 


This 
bth | 





NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


BULLETIN OF THE N.Z. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 





Vol. 20 No. 2 March-April 1957 





Secretary: Miss D. G. Bibby P.O. Box 5103, Wellington 
Hon. Secretary: W. J. McEldowney National Library Service, Wgtn. 
Hon. Editor: J. A. Frampton Alexander Turnbull Library, Wgtn. 





CONTENTS 


Presidential Address 

Standing and Ad Hoc Committees, 1956-57 
Stand.ng Execut.ve Committee 

Council 

Review: Union List of Theses 


Fiction List 





PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


A. G. W. DUNNINGHAM 


We have reason to believe that the present Conference may prove 
a turning point in the development of library service in New Zealand. 
There are two reasons for thinking this. The first is that the Prime 
Minister has shown interest in the Association’s proposals for the 
establishment of a National Library and has set up a Departmental 
Committee to receive evidence and to report to him. The second is 
that the National Library Service has convened a Working Party to 
discuss and to report on the regional development of public library 
service in New Zealand. 

The Association’s recommendations to the Prime Minister's com- 
mittee have already been published in New Zealand Libraries and 
the interim report of the working party on regional library service 
has also been published in New Zealand Libraries, and will be dis- 


This address was delivered at the opening of the N.Z.L.A. Conference, Rotorua, on 
46th February, 1957 











cussed at this conference. Together these two reports represent the 
concern which all of us now feel about the national and regional 
development, storage and use of New Zealand’s book resources. 


New Zealand’s book resources programme arose from the emer 
gency of the war years—at a time when book imports were limited— 
when it was essential that maximum use should be made of the 
overseas funds available. University and public libraries were not, 
during this period, subjected to the 50 per cent. cut which applied to 
other book importers; but libraries were asked by the government to 
rationalise their book selection and to avoid as far as_ possible 
unnecessary duplication. 


The Union Catalogue of Current Additions was commenced in 
1941, and for a while the current book selection of libraries was 
checked centrally before approval for use of extra overseas currency 
was given. The recommendation which emerged from this brie! 
experiment was that responsibility for the purchase of currently 
published marginal books should be accepted by the government and 
that local libraries should concentrate on currently published material 
for which there is recurring local demand; also that responsibility 
for the purchase of marginal material published in the past should 
be accepted by the government but that local libraries should continue 
to concentrate on titles published in the past for which there is 
recurring local demand. 


This policy was formulated by the Association's Book Resources 
Committee in 1941 and recommended to the government in the 
following terms: 


“The New Zealand Book Resources Committee recommends 
(i) That funds be made available to ensure that at least one 
copy of every book of value published in the English language 
from 1940 onwards should reach New Zealand, and, further, 
to obtain all publications prior to 1940 that still have value 

(ii) That the Country Library Service should be the medium for 
obtaining needed books of which there is no copy alread) 
in New Zealand. 

(iii) That distribution of books should be, so far as_ possible, 
decentralised and that the books should be available 
follows: 

(a) Loans in bulk for lengthy periods to libraries of teaching 
institutions and to public libraries. 
(b) Loans for short periods . . .” i.e., inter-library loans. 

As a result of this policy of the Book Resources Committee, the 
National Library Service, during the last sixteen years, has developed 
a headquarters collection of 114,000 vols. in Wellington as well 
as regional collections in Hamilton, Palmerston North and Christ- 
church. From these collections nearly 50,000 specially requested books 
can now be supplied each year to smaller libraries and, from the 
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Wellington collection, 23,000 per year, of which about 8,000 per 
year are supplied to university and city libraries and about 6,000 
per year to government departments. The Wellington headquarters 
collection of 114,000 vols. is the result of inter-library co-operation 
—it is a collection which is complementary to the collections which 
have been developed in city and university and departmental libraries. 
In the most real sense this is our national book collection. 


The aim of the Book Resources Committee, as revealed in its 
policy statement which the Association approved in 1941, was to 
make maximum use of the book funds available by increasing the 
range Of titles imported; by diminishing the rate of duplication; 
and by planning for maximum use of titles by union listing and by 
inter-library loan. 


In attempting retrospective coverage the Committee recommended 
that libraries should give priority at that time to the subjects of pure 
and applied science, and for this purpose a preliminary check was 
made, during 1942-43, of library holdings in these subjects. Following 
this, no further check was made of holdings because it was obvious 
that the real attack on retrospective coverage of books published 
before 1940 could be made only when the Union Catalogue had been 
completed. In the meantime libraries were recommended to fill their 
own gaps in terms of local priorities and to rely on the National 
Library Service to buy any item specifically requested by a borrower, 
and likely to be of value, but which the Book Resources circular 
showed to be not available in any library in the country. 


Since 1941, there has been occasional discussion of the definition 
of the phrase “every book of value published in the English 
language.” From time to time it has been necessary to point out that 
the amount involved is not very great. English book production of 
new non-fiction titles (not reprints) was at the time 7,000 per year 
and the American book production has always very much overlapped 
with this. Though English book production of new non-fiction titles 
has now probably increased to over 9,000 per year, the total amount 
involved, which is of value, comes well within the combined resources 
of public libraries (which together spend more than £110,000 per 
year on books), university libraries and special libraries (including 
government libraries and the National Library Service). Also, from 
the commencement of the project, a very carefully planned system 
of categories for rejection was devised. It should be remembered that 
the project was launched at a time when importation of books was 
difficult and limited and when an attempt was being made to secure 
maximum use of the limited overseas funds available. From the 
beginning, the coverage project has been limited to new non-fiction 
and has excluded text-books, poems published by the author, material 
of purely regional interest or value, juvenile material, and other low 
priority categories which Miss E. J. Carnell excluded during the period 
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in which she served with the Committee as Liaison Officer. This 
discussion of our definition of “books of value” tends to arise when- 
ever we discuss our almost unlimited deficiency in materials published 
in English before 1940; our deficiency in materials published in 
other languages; and our deficiency in sets of journals as revealed by 
gaps in the Union List of Serials in New Zealand Libraries which the 
Book Resources Committee sponsored and which the National Library 
Service published in 1953. 


But, in 1941, we were, I think, right to attempt what we could do 
at that time. The Association virtually decided that whatever our sins 
of omission may have been in the past we would ensure that, from the 
centennial year of 1940, all books of value being currently published 
in the English language would be currently available in New Zealand 
The more fundamental problems of retrospective coverage of books 
and serials had to await completion of the retrospective Union Cata- 
logue and the completion of the Union List of Serials. 


This decision, which we took in 1941, was very similar to a decision 
taken a year later by a group of American librarians who met al 
Farmington, Connecticut, to discuss American book resources. Their 
initial discussions were of retrospective coverage, but the Farmington 
Plan, which they later adopted, set out first to guarantee the adequacy 
of current coverage and has only recently come back to the problems 
of retrospective coverage. 


At the first meeting at Farmington, Julian Boyd, Librarian of 
Princeton University, pointed out that at least two thirds of the 
estimated 30,000,000 research titles of printed books in the world did 
not exist in even a single copy in any American library: “No single 
library,” he said, “is great enough, or can become great enough, to 
meet the responsibility alone. It is a responsibility which can be met 
only by the united strength of all libraries and with the unwavering 
faith of all librarians.” 


In 1944, the Association of Research Librarians agreed to set up 
the Farmington Plan Committee and, by 1947, proposals were made 
to representatives of 40 libraries to secure agreement in division ol 
fields of responsibility. In 1948, the Carnegie Corporation made 4 
grant of $15,000 to cover the cost of office expenses during the firs! 
three years of the operation of the plan, and the acquisition ol 
currently published overseas materials was commenced experimentally 
in France, Sweden and Switzerland. The aim of the plan, as given 
by E. E. Williams in the Farmington Plan Handbook, in 1953, has 
been: “to make sure that at least one copy of each foreign book and 
pamphlet that might reasonably be expected to interest a research 
worker in the United States will be acquired by an American library, 
promptly listed in the Union Catalogue at the Library of Congress, 
and made available for inter-library loan or photographic reproduc- 
tion.” 
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The Farmington Plan is designed to assure adequate representation 
of currently published foreign books within the United States as 
from 1948, just as the New Zealand book resources project was 
designed to assure adequate representation of books in English cur- 
rently published overseas as from 1940. The Farmington Plan has not 
yet attempted to solve the basic problem of retrospective deficiency 
raised by Julian Boyd in 1942 and, similarly, the New Zealand book 
resources project has not yet attempted to solve the problem of 
retrospective deficiency in overseas materials published in English 
before 1940. The Farmington Plan is limited to monographic works 
and has not attempted to cover the fields of serial publications and 
official documents and, similarly, the New Zealand book resources 
project has not attempted to cover these fields. 

The Farmington Plan is not concerned with books currently 
published in the United Kingdom because too much of the United 
Kingdom book output already appears in America in American 
editions for the technique of the Plan to operate smoothly; but the 
Plan is concerned with English books published in Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa and other English-speaking countries. In New 
Zealand, there are few local editions of serious overseas works and 
we must therefore give priority in our coverage project to overseas 
materials published in English. 

In England, librarians have also felt the need for systematic current 
and retrospective book coverage of materials published in English 
and in foreign languages. In 1948, the Royal Society Scientific 
Information Conference adopted the following resolution: 

“Library Committees are urged to give more attention to co- 
operation between libraries with the object of reducing undesirable 
duplication and of extending access to a greater proportion of the 
world’s literature. It is suggested that co-operation should commence 
in local areas, and that regional centres should be linked with national 
and international systems of exchange.” 

The working party which the Library Association set up to 
consider this recommendation reported in 1949 as follows: 

“The working party feel that libraries will not be playing their 
full part in scientific and humanistic research until there is greater 
coverage of published material, and that systematic coverage is urgently 
required. This report is an outline of a plan for the complete coverage 
of useful English and foreign published material in the libraries of this 
country. . . .” The report goes on to recommend that special libraries 
should attempt the coverage of their subject field by taking “all current 
material in all languages” and that public libraries should plan to have 
accessible “all current materials in the English language plus import- 
ant works in other languages and important earlier material.” As you 
know, regional schemes for complete coverage of useful materials 
currently published in England are already operating in the London 
Metropolitan and other public library regions in Britain. 


a 











While it may be important for regions in Britain to maintain 
current complete coverage of books in English, it is obviously much 
more necessary in New Zealand where failure to buy a book when 
published may mean either that the book may go out of print and 
be unavailable, or that the book may, when urgently needed, have to 
be bought overseas and become available only after months of delay, 





We can, | think. take considerable pride in the fact that we have 
established bibliographical control of books in English published since 
1940, and that this material can now be made available anywhere 
in New Zealand, as required, by inter-library loan, and without 
serious delay. Because of this programme local authorities throughout } 
the country have been able to guarantee efficient local service at 4 
very much lower cost than would otherwise have been possible. 


The problem of retrospective coverage of materials published in 
English before 1940 has had to be delayed pending completion of 
the Union List of Serials and the Union Catalogue of our book 
collections. The Union List of Serials has now been completed and 
a first assessment of the cost of purchase of first priority sets of 
journals which are not at present in New Zealand can be made. The 
Union Catalogue of our book collections has not yet been completed; 
but with the grant made by the Carnegie Corporation the main 
catalogues of the country have been filmed, and, although another 
five years may be needed to transfer the film record to cards, it is 
possible now to check the holdings of important sets of material 
which should have high priority in purchase for economic reasons or 
for research purposes in subjects of economic importance. It is 
estimated that the cost of providing important works and sets of 
journals for which there has already teen demand would be about 
£32,000 and that, of this, £16,730 should be spent on high priority 
material needed for research. 


It is obvious that the Book Resources Committee and the National 
Centre of the National Library Service cannot go ahead with retro- 
spective coverage of this kind unless special funds are made available 
for this purpose. 


When the Farmington group tegan their discussions, much of their 
thinking was concerned with the technical possibilities of photographic 
reproduction and with other economical means by which the enor- 
mous deficiencies in American retrospective coverage could be met. 
It is of interest to see that, in September of last year, the Ford 
Foundation made a grant of $5,000,000 to a newly established 
Council on Library Resources, and that Verner W. Clapp, first 
assistant at the Library of Congress, has resigned his position to 
become president and executive head of this new organisation. The 
main aim of the Council is “to support research and development 
of techniques and mechanisms which make it possible for data stored 
in one location to be used readily at distant points . . . and by 
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developing new technological applications such as microfacsimile, tele- 
communication etc. . . .” The recent Ford Foundation gift to the 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, means that microfilm copies 
of the 26,000 books printed in English between 1475 and 1640 will 
be available in New Zealand. This is perhaps some foretaste of the 
fruits which the research projects of the Council on Library Resources 
may have to offer. It seems obvious that the problems of retrospective 
coverage of New Zealand, or of any comparatively new country, will 
not be solved completely except by research of this kind. At present 
we have in New Zealand only about 4,000,000 books and probably 
not more than 600,000 titles. 


It has been estimated that when the Farmington Plan is extended 
to cover all books and periodicals of research value in the Latin 
alphabet the cost is likely to be about $120,000 per year. In 1952, 
the total cost was $37,806 for 17,504 volumes, shared by 57 libraries, 
in 50 languages. 


When, in a country as small as New Zealand, we come to consider 
our needs in retrospective coverage and in current coverage in foreign 
materials it seems obvious that we should think of it in terms of the 
Pacific and South East Asia region of which we are a part. In Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand we have more highly developed library skills 
and, in New Zealand, a higher level of library training than is 
available elsewhere in this region. We have some obligation to work 
out with Australia proposals whereby we can guarantee the effective 
availability of a wider range of printed materials within this region. 
Mr A. Sandall, Librarian of Auckland University College, is right, 
I think, in suggesting that, in New Zealand, we should begin to look 
for ways in which we can co-operate in the development of book 
resources in this region of which we are a part. It is obvious, for 
example, that the island territories of the Pacific must rely on 
Australia and New Zealand for access to any really wide range of 
materials of which they may have need, in any subject. 


If any criticism is to be made of our present, and I think, very 
limited book resources project, it is that we have not decentralised 
our holdings by long term loan to the extent which was originally 
suggested. One of the strong points of the Farmington Plan is the 
development of decentralised subject collections. It would seem 
desirable that marginal materials in agriculture purchased centrally 
should be lodged with the main agricultural collection at Massey 
Agricultural College and that marginal material on architecture should 
be lodged with the main architectural collection in Auckland and that 
marginal materials in engineering should be lodged with the main 
engineering collection at Canterbury University College. In the 
Farmington Plan, the Library of Congress is assigned responsibility 
for subjects which are not specifically wanted by other libraries, e.g., 
while Detroit Public Library takes materials in all languages on the 
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Library takes all material on irrigation; and while Brooklyn Public 
Library takes all material on clothing and costume; the Library of 
Congress is assigned responsibility for such subjects as Military 
Science, Naval Science, protocol subjects such as Titles of Honour 


engineering and technology of motor cars; and while Denver Public the N 
and Decorations, etc., etc. | 
\ 


When Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress, was asked to + 
report, in 1897, on the acquisition policy of the Library of Congress, | woul 
he recommended against the development of a library “universal in} — sist 


scope” and recommended assignment of subject responsibilities to Libré 
other libraries. He said: “While a library ‘universal in scope’ is Palm 
pleasing in idea, | am quite clear that such a library is not practical, \ proje 
unless you are sure of unlimited funds. . . . I should say that it was in th 
desirable that this library should pursue the plan that other libraries } G 
throughout the United States are following of differentiating—in its | pe 
case, of laying particular stress on the material particularly appropri ; : - 
ate to it under its titles as a national library. This would include | a 
material on law and legislation, and necessarily (under copyright), “as 
all publications issued in the United States, but when you come to oon 
general literature, outside of that, certainly when you come to other ? oid 
specialised literature . . . it ought to take account of what other were 
libraries have and are seeking to do. . . .” | joo 

With our much more limited resources in New Zealand, it seems j at F 
obvious that we cannot aim at a national library “universal in scope” the 
and that we should adhere to the Book Resources Committee policy of } Nel 
1941, which recommended deployment of nationally owned material the 
into libraries where it is likely to be of most use, if necessary on loan and 
for lengthy periods or for as long as needed. In New Zealand, we ) k 
need a National Library Service which will sponsor and assist the \ sa 
development of regional public library collections and of decentralised tith 
special library collections. But it is obvious that there is an enormous de 
amount of marginal material which does not come within the scope os 
of our few special libraries and that the Association is in no way .. 
exaggerating the needs of the National Library when it recommends a 
the building of accommodation for not less than 1,000,000 volumes. ney 

We have yet to work out the necessary details for a plan of the 
rationalised book storage throughout New Zealand, but for a long det 
time the first priority has been very obvious. There is urgent need wil 
for a National Library building from which the work of the National of 
Library Service can be carried out, within which the National Library titl 
Service book collection can be housed and within which adequate of 
provision can be made for our national collection of New Zealand he 
materials and of materials relating to the Pacific. sm 

I hope that delegates to this conference will use the opportunity z 
which is available to us during the next few days to discuss with a 


Mr A. G. Bagnall, the Convener of the Association’s Committee on 
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the National Library, and with other members of the Committee the 
serious storage and accommodation problems which will follow if 
there is further delay in the erection of a suitable National Library 
building. The headquarters of our National Library Service cannot 
indefinitely be operated from two old boarding houses and a house- 
across-the-street in Wellington. 


Any rationalised plan of book storage throughout New Zealand 
would take into account the efforts that local authorities could be 
assisted to make in providing regional library storage. The National 
Library Service is already providing regional storage at Hamilton, 
Palmerston North and at Christchurch. As local authority building 
projects develop, it should be possible to achieve some co-operation 
in the development of properly planned regional storage units. 


Geographically and commercially New Zealand is divided into 
about nineteen regions, each with a fairly obvious geographical and 
commercial centre. There is Northland with its centre at Whangarei, 
the Auckland area, the South Auckland and Waikato area with its 
centre at Hamilton, the Bay of Plenty-Rotorua-Taupo area with its 
centre at Rotorua, the Gisborne-East Coast area with its centre at 
Gisborne, the Hawke’s Bay area with its centre at Napier, the Tara- 
naki area with its centre at New Plymouth, the Wanganui-Rangitikei 
area with its centre at Wanganui, the Manawatu area with its centre 
at Palmerston North, the Wairarapa area with its centre at Masterton, 
the Hutt area with its centre in Hutt City, the Wellington area, the 
Nelson, Marlborough and West Coast areas, the Mid-Canterbury area, 
the South Canterbury area with its centre at Timaru, the Otago area 
and the Southland area with its centre at Invercargill. 


Each of these regions needs its own central storage unit for 
materials for which there is recurring local demand. The range of 
titles for which there will be recurring and effective local demand will 
depend entirely on the size of the region. As far back as thirty years 
ago, the 1927 Report on Public Libraries in England and Wales 
pointed out that the range of interests represented in a town of 5,000 
are not very different from those represented in a city of 500,000; 
but that while the city can afford to buy the range of material needed 
the town certainly cannot. The difference is not in the range of 
demand but in the rate of recurrence of demand. In the city there 
will be an effective rate of recurrence of demand for a wide range 
of titles; in the town there will be effective demand fer only a few 
litles. In co-operative regional library projects the limited demand 
of small communities for a wide range of materials is aggregated and 
beccmes effective. For more than 30 years it has been accepted that 
smali-scale library organisation is uneconomic and in New Zealand 
and in America and in Britain attempts are being made to develop 
regional book-buying and regional storage of a headquarters collection 
selected to meet the recurring demands of the region. In America it 
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is thought that a 100,000 population unit functions most economically; 
in New Zealand the Munn-Barr Report recommended a unit of about 
50,000. If we estimate that there is effective demand for most non- 
fiction titles by each 100,000 of the population it is obvious that 
Organisation of units smaller than this will be proportionately more 
costly to maintain. 


When these regions are organised each will need its own specialised 
staff. One person should be available to assist in the development of 
children’s service in schools and public libraries; and this has already 
been very nearly achieved by the School Library Service staff which 
is already operating through fifteen centres on a regional basis. 


In each of these regions one assistant, or part of the time of one 
assistant, is needed to co-ordinate the development of local history 
collections and to see that newspaper files and local journals are 
preserved and that, where necessary, central storage is provided. 
Delegates to this conference will, | think, be impressed by the 
number of papers which have been prepared for discussion this week 
on problems involved in the collection and preservation of New 
Zealand materials. This collecting must be done locally, regionally and 
nationally and there is urgent need for definition of responsibility as 
between local, regional and national levels of collection. In how 
many regions should sets of New Zealand periodicals be kept for 
reference use in conjunction with the Index to New Zealand 
Periodicals? What range of the 200 to 300 New Zealand books 
published cach year should be bought for lending and for reference 
in each of these centres? What official publications should be available 
in each of these centres? It is obvious that New Zealand materials are 
the materials which are most relevant to our everyday needs and it 
is therefore not surprising that so many papers should have been 
prepared on this subject for both this and for our last conference. 

Each of the regions of public library service will need one assistant, 
or part of the time of one assistant, to carry out cataloguing and 
order work for the region and to arrange for the purchase and 
distribution of overseas and New Zealand journals. One assistant, or 
part of the time of one assistant, will be needed to carry out the 
reference work of the region and to make use of locally-owned 
indexing services and sets of journals, and to help develop the regional 
book collection so that it can provide, quickly and efficiently, the 
materials for which there is recurring demand. 


Each region will need at least one bookmobile to give direct 
service to readers throughout the region and to make exchanges 
between small libraries. Most regions will need a repair and processing 
unit and some will need their own bindery. 


These are some of the purposes for which local authorities within 
a region will need voluntarily to combine their resources, and these 
are the reasons for which local authorities will need, I think, to set 
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up regional library committees or boards. It is towards this end that 
government aid, should, I think, be directed; but the energy and 
enthusiasm for it must be local and regional. 

Initiative for the organisation of regional library service must, 
however, come from the government, i.e., from the National Library 
Service. In the city and secondary city libraries, materials and staff 
are already available and could with comparatively little difficulty be 
organised into regional library services; but the larger libraries in 
each of these regions will look with some alarm at the prospect of 
sharing their resources with the have-not areas around—especially 
with the counties, which have done little in the past to build up their 
own resources. The needs of the smaller libraries in every region are 
at present being met by the National Library Service and it is reason- 
able that members of local authorities in smaller communities should 
assume that there are good reasons for maintaining small-scale library 
organisation if small-scale library organisation is, as at present, 
officially approved, encouraged and financially supported by the 
government. 

If one were planning the most primitive form of public library 
service which would guarantee the availability of accurate information 
throughout the whole country it would, I think, be conceived as a 
central headquarters collection plus small distribution points through 
which a request service could flow. This is what we have done in 
New Zealand: we have succeeded in offering a limited book supply 
to local authorities, free of charge, on condition that they keep open 
a local library through which requests can be received for the further 
material which local borrowers may need. Very many small local 
authorities have gone much further than this and have bought for 
themselves the range of books for which there is locally recurring 
demand—books on gardening and care of children and books on the 
home, etc.; but there is a real danger that library committees in 
small communities may tend to believe that local library service is 
merely rental library service and that almost everything else that is 
needed is the responsibility of the government. 

The aim which we have had before us since the publication of the 
Munn-Barr Report in 1934 is the development of district or regional 
units of library service, each strong enough to give the sort of service 
which can be expected in a city of not less than 50,000 population. 
Since 1934, we have assumed that this can be done through district 
or regional co-operation between local bodies. We have also accepted 
a recommendation of the Munn-Barr Report that a first step towards 
this district or regional organisation is the establishment of a central- 
ised service and a centralised request service. The Country Library 
Service has, I think, been extremely successful in achieving this. 
Almost all boroughs are now receiving assistance from the Country 
Library Service and are linked with the request service which is 
available from the Country Library Service. We have been less 
successful with counties. If we are now to involve counties we will, 
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I think, need to take the next step which the Munn Barr Report 
recommended. 

The Munn-Barr recommendation of districts of co-operating 
local authorities assumes that it is reasonable and desirable that public 
library service should be organised by local authorities. In both 
America and the United Kingdom, education is organised by local 
authorities and it is natural that local authorities which have spent 
so much on provision of primary and secondary education should 
wish to take the next logical step of providing adults with access to 
the means by which their education can be continued. But, in New 
Zealand, education is financed centrally and administered through 
ad hoc \ocal authorities. Mr O'Reilly has pointed out, in his working 
paper, that the organisation of public library service through general 
local authorities is therefore more difficult in New Zealand than it is 
overseas. We have always known that the simplest form of library 
finance for New Zealand would be national finance administered 
through ad hoc bodies, but most of us have preferred that the 
traditional partnership of local and national finance which has operated 
since the provincial government period should continue. From the 
publication of the Munn-Barr Report in 1934, we have thought of the 
role of the state as one of guidance and assistance in the development 
of local library services. The first stage of this guidance and assistance 
has now, I think, been most successfully achieved. We now approach 
the much more difficult task of achieving a more self-reliant local 
organisation of district or regional library service. 

From the interim report of the Working Party on Library Co- 
operation, it will be clear that very much must first be done if we 
are to take this next step forward. We need as soon as possible to 
establish a standardised system of library costing because co-operation 
will depend on the sharing of costs, and for this costs must be 
accurately assessed. We need to plan the legislative authority under 
which a district or regional library programme could operate; and 
we need to give very careful consideration to the optimum size of 
library districts or regions. There are especially problems in sparsely 
populated areas such as Marlborough, Nelson and the West Coast and 
in the Wairarapa where very small population units are separately 
organised socially and commercially as distinct communities. 

1 hope that the many problems involved in this advance which 
public library service should, I think, make, will be fully discussed in 
the formal session tomorrow and informally in conversation between 
delegates during the course of the conference. 

During the year the Activities Committee of the Association has 
given some thought to the functions of branches and sections and 
committees of the Association. One of the functions of branches in 
the future will, | hope, be the task of working with local authorities 
in developing suitable regional systems of public library service. 

I think that the main theme of this conference should be the 
national and regional development, deployment and use of New 
Zealand’s book resources. 
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N.Z.L.A. COMMITTEES 1956-57 


The following committees were appointed by Council at its meeting 
of Ist March, 1957. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: To examine and report upon any applica- 
tion or nomination for the grant of an Associateship or Fellowship 
which may be referred to it by the Council or by the Registrar acting 
on behalf of the Council. G. T. Alley (convener), C. W. Collins, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, H. G. Miller and S. Perry. 

FictioN COMMITTEE: To consider bibliographical work in the field 
of fiction and to recommend such action as it deems necessary to 
Council from time to time. J. P. Sage (convener), B. Collie, T. B. 
O'Neill, J. 1. Reynolds, F. Thomas and N. M. Willcox. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: To watch all matters of the Association’s 
finances and keep Council advised and to formulate for the con- 
sideration of Council draft annual estimates. C. S. Perry (convener), 
G. T. Alley, H. W. B. Bacon, M. S. Fleming, the Hon. Secretary 
and D. G. Bibby (non-voting). 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: To consider all matters relating to library 
legislation and to statutory powers and rules of the Association. 
G. T. Alley (convener), M. S. Fleming, T. D. H. Hall, J. W. Kealy 
and S. Perry. 

LIBRARIANS’ SALARIES, RECRUITMENT, CONDITIONS AND QUALIFICA- 
li0NS COMMITTEE: In view of the need to attract suitable recruits to 
the career of librarianship (i) to reconsider the salary scales now 
being recommended by the Association; (ii) to present new recom- 
mendations which would provide sufficient salary inducement to attract 
such recruits; (iii) to make recommendations on any other matters 
which in its opinion could affect the recruitment of such persons. 
L. Christie (convener), C. W. Collins, R. Duthie, E. E. McMillan, 
R. N. O'Reilly, H. O. Roth, J. P. Sage and F. A. Sandall. 

LiBRARY BUILDINGS COMMITTEE: To investigate the possibilities of 
improvements in the planning and design of library buildings, both 
public and special, and bookmobiles. J. P. Sage (convener), G. B. 
Bertram, H. B. Cowey, G. L. Cumming, K. A. R. Horn, A. E. 
Mercer and A. P. Taylor. 

LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE: To consider the question of library 
training, the administration of the N.Z.L.A. Training Course and the 
representation of the Association in the selection of students for the 
Library School. M. S. Fleming (convener), G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, R. Duthie, E. A. Evans, H. Macaskill, T. B. 
O'Neill, S. Perry and D. G. Bibby (non-voting). 

NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE: To recommend to Council 
appropriate steps in the attainment of a National Library for New 
Zealand and to bring Association policy on this matter before the 
public. A. G. Bagnall (convener), G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, 
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A. G. W. /——s < E. H. Leatham, H. G. Miller, R. N. O'Reilly, 
‘ Perry, C. R. H. Taylor, J. O. Wilson and D. M. Wylie. 

New ZEALAND aie RESOURCES COMMITTEE: To strengthen, co- 
ordinate and exploit the book resources of the Dominion. Its work 
will include all matters connected with book purchases by libraries, 
inter-library loans, accessibility of books to readers, and the compila- 
tion of necessary se Es records. G. T. Alley (convener), 
A. G. Bagnall (secretary), M. Campbell, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, ng Duthie, E. H. Leatham, H. G. Miller, 
R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, F. A. Sandall and J. O. Wilson. 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: To ensure the nomination of a suf- 
ficiency of suitable candidates for the various offices of the Association 
and for ordinary members of the Council. The President, Immediate 
Past President and Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 

PuBLic LiBRARY SERVICE COMMITTEE: To consider public library 
service, the clarification of objectives, and the elaboration and revision 
of standards as drawn up by the Standards Research Committee of 
1951-52, and to recommend any measures for improving, extending 
and co-ordinating public library service in New Zealand. D. M. Wylie 
(convener), G. T. Alley, D. B. Black, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. 
Dunningham, A. E. Mercer, T. B. O'Neill, R. N. O'Reilly and 
A. P. Taylor. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: To consider all matters relating to Asso- 
ciation publications: A. G. Bagnall (convener), J. A. Frampton, I. W. 
Malcolm, A. L. Olsson, J. P. Sage, D. M. Wylie and D. G. Bibby 
(non-voting). 


AD HOC COMMITTEES 


ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: To recommend action on the custody and 
care of public and private archives to the appropriate authorities, and 
to advise on procedures for the care of such archives within New 
Zealand. A. G. Bagnall (convener), E. A. Evans, J. A. Frampton, 
M. W. Standish, G. Strathern and J. O. Wilson. 

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY SERVICE COMMITTEE: To consider all matters 
relating to children’s library service and to draw up for presentation 
to the Government definite proposals on the future development of 
library service to children in New Zealand. J. P. Sage (convener), 
C. A. C. Bishop, H. Macaskill, J. C. L. Macfarlane, M. Milne, D. C. 
Pryor, D. M. White and D. M. Wylie. 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: To prepare a draft programme for the 
1958 conference for submission to the Standing Executive Committee, 
to assist in making arrangements for the conference and to give 
consideration to the actual running of conference sessions. H. J. 
Lorimer (convener), G. T. Alley, G. H. Briggs, J. A. Frampton, C. H. 
Hulls, D. M. Wylie and D. G. Bibby (non-voting). 

The President and Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all 
committees except the Credentials Committee. 
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N.Z. L.A. STANDING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 2Ist NOVEMBER, 1956 


Present: G. T. Alley (in the chair), A. G. Bagnall, H. J. Lorimer, W. J. 
McEldowney, D. M. Wylie, the Secretary and the Hon. Editor. 

Apology: An apology from Mr H. W. B. Bacon was sustained. 

Miss Ngarita Gordon: The Chairman paid a tribute to the work of Miss 
Ngarita Gordon, a former member of Council, who had died on 16th 
November. Miss Gordon, he said, would always be remembered and 
admired for the pioneering work she was called on to do all through her 
career. Miss Gordon was the first personal member of the Association, 
having joined as an Associate Member on 7th September 1934. As Assistant 
Librarian at the University of Otago from 1937-1947, she had done a 
great deal to help in its re-organisation. She was the first Editor of the 
Index to New Zealand Periodicals. She was the first Bibliographer of the 
Library School, and in her latest appointment as Librarian of the Ardmore 
Teachers’ College she started a new library and developed a vital service 
to students. The Secretary, Miss Bibby, spoke of Miss Gordon’s work as a 
Councillor and as Chairman of the Children’s and Young People’s Section. 
The resolution, “that this Committee, on behalf of Council, express its 
sense of loss in the death of Ngarita Gordon and that a letter of sympathy 
be sent to her sister,” was carried. Members stood in silence as a tribute. 

Sale of New Zealand Historical Material: Mr Bagnall reported that he 
had had discussions on this matter and that it appeared that both the 
Minister of Internal Affairs and the Department were anxious to find a 
solution to the problem. It was understood that a further reply to the 
Association’s suggestions would be made. The report was received. 

Books to be Dramatised or Reviewed: Mr Alley reported that he had 
discussed with the Assistant Director of Broadcasting, the possibility of 
obtaining advance information about books to be dramatised or reviewed 
through the National Broadcasting Service. It appeared that there would 
be no difficulty in obtaining information about dramatised material, but 
that it would be impossible for the Service to supply lists of books to be 
reviewed. The matter had not yet been taken any further by Miss Bibby, 
who was to discuss further details with the Broadcasting Service, but as 
soon as information could be obtained, it would be circulated to members 
through the Newsletter. The report was received. 

History of New Zealand Libraries: The Secretary read a letter, dated Sth 
November 1956, from the Director, New Zealand Council for Educational 
Research, regretting that his Council could not undertake the publication 
of a history of New Zealand libraries and the N.Z.L.A. The letter was 
received. 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals: Mr Bagnall reported that, since the 
last meeting, a letter had been sent by the President of the Association to 
the Minister of Education asking whether the Government would be 
prepared to subsidise, through the National Library Service, the publica- 
tion of the Index to New Zealand Periodicals. The matter was still under 
consideration by the Minister. The report was received. 
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Children’s Book Week: The Secretary reported that a letter had been 
received from the Children’s and Young People’s Section stating that 
certain agents and booksellers had been advertising their stock of children’s 
books in local newspapers under the heading “Children’s Book Week” 
quite irrespective of whether the books were of a standard recommended 
by Children’s Book Week Committees, and asking whether there would 
be any possibility of the words “Children’s Book Week” being registered 
under some form of copyright to ensure that only recommended titles were 
advertised under that heading. The matter had been referred to the Patent 
Office which had advised that the only possibility of achieving the desired 
protection would be to apply for a Certification trade mark. The 
correspondence was received, and it was decided to reply to the Children’s 
and Young People’s Section to the effect that, although the Standing 
Executive Committee realised the unsatisfactory nature of the present 
position, it was of the opinion that the suggested course of action would 
not be practicable. 

Children’s Book Week in Dunedin: A detailed record of the organisation 
and activities of the Children’s Book Week celebrations held in Dunedin 
in August, 1956 was tabled. The Secretary was asked to thank the Otago 
Branch for compiling such a comprehensive record, and it was decided to 
publish a note stating that the file may be borrowed from the N.Z.L.A. 
office. 

Dewey Decimal Classification: Mr Bagnall reported that the revised 
schedule for the N.Z. section of the subdivision 990, D.D.C. as published 
in the Journal of Cataloguing and Classification, January 1956, was in 
conflict with the nationally adopted schedule. He had hoped that it would 
be possible to discuss the matter at the 1957 conference of the Association, 
but it was thought that this might be too late for representations to be 
made, and a letter had therefore been sent to the D.D.C. office on 14th 
November 1956, after consultation with the committee responsible for the 
organisation of the Seminar for Librarians of New Zealand collections at 
the 1956 conference. The letter asked first for changes in the allocation 
of the numbers 993.1, 993.2, and 993.3, and gave the New Zealand 
expansion of the sub-division 993.1 The report was received. 


Publications Committee: Mr Bagnall presented the report of the 
Publications Committee and moved that, subject to an examination of 
the material now issued by the vocational guidance officers, two special 
brochures be prepared, the first to be designed primarily for distribution 
through the vocational guidance officers and careers advisers at secondary 
schools, and the second to be prepared in collaboration with the Library 
School and distributed by the School to university students. The motion 
was carried. It was resolved that the Hon. Secretary, in consultation with 
other members of the Association, prepare draft brochures. 

It was resolved that the following increased advertising rates be 
adopted, to come into force immediately for new advertisers, and at the 
time of expiry of current contracts for advertisers who had taken space 
for a specified period, the back cover and all advertising space to be 
charged at the same rates: 

5 lines and under—7/6. 

4 page—£2/10/- (less 10 per cent. when taken for 10 consecutive issues). 

1 page—£4/-/- (less 10 per cent. when taken for 10 consecutive issues). 

Purchase of Property: Mr McEldowney reported that he and Mr Alley 
and Miss Bibby had inspected a house at Wellington with a view to 
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possible purchase as an office for the Association. It was decided to ask 
the Chairman of the Finance Committee to inspect the property and also 
that efforts be made to reach a satisfactory price with the executor of the 
estate. It was agreed that an architect’s report be obtained before pro- 
ceeding further. 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 19th DECEMBER, 1956 


Present: H. W. B. Bacon (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, 
H. J. Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, D. M. Wylie, the Secretary and the 
Hon. Editor. 

Report from Hon. Solicitor on Proposed Purchase of Property: The 
Secretary read a letter from the Hon. Solicitor reporting on the possible 
conversion of the premises under consideration into one or more flats. 
The Hon. Secretary reported that as soon as the letter was received he 
discussed it with several members of the Committee who agreed that the 
report was unfavourable and that no action should be taken. He had 
therefore informed the vendor that the Association could not purchase the 
property. The action of the Hon. Secretary was endorsed. 

Purchase of Property: Recommendation to Council: After a short dis- 
cussion of the negotiations with regard to the property, it was resolved: 

(i) That amendments to the Association’s rules, making the power to 
purchase property more explicit were desirable. 

(ii) That the Council should be asked to delegate power to the Standing 
Executive Committee for action in the event of any suitable 
property being offered for sale, the position to be reviewed 
annually or at each meeting of Council. 

(iii) That a report be made to Council accordingly. 

Thermoplastic Binding: The Secretary reported that a letter had been 
received by the National Library Service from Mr Duthie stating that the 
Auckland Public Libraries had found that a number of art books thermo- 
plastically bound had broken away after very little use and even before 
they were issued, and suggesting that if other libraries shared this mis- 
fortune some representations should be made to the publishers. Mr Bagnall 
moved that a letter be sent to the agents pointing out that the binding is 
not satisfactory for library purposes and that the Association was consider- 
ing reporting to its members that the quality of books thermoplastically 
bound is not good enough to justify future purchases, a copy of the letter 
to be sent to the English Library Association. 

Index to New Zealand Periodicals: The Secretary read a letter from the 
Minister of Education, dated 4th December 1956, stating: “In view of the 
national importance of the Index to New Zealand Periodicals it seems that 
there are good grounds for some assistance being given. There are 
difficulties, however, in adopting the suggestion that an annual subsidy be 
provided. As most of the work in connection with the /ndex is already 
undertaken by the National Library Centre the most practicable solution 
would be for the National Library Service to assume responsibility for 
publication as well as for editorial work.” It was resolved that the 
Minister’s offer be accepted. 

Historical Material not in any New Zealand Library: Mr Bagnall 
reported that at the December Bethune’s sale another example had arisen 
of important historical material not in any New Zealand library being 
sold to an outside buyer. It had first been ascertained that the Alexander 


41 








Turnbull Library would have been prepared to pay the price at which | 


the material was sold, and a letter had then been sent to the Minister of 
Internal Affairs asking that the Maori Antiquities Act be invoked at least 


to the extent of pointing out to the dealer that the material came within | 
the scope of the Act. The report was received, and it was resolved that a 


copy of the letter be sent to the President. 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 16th JANUARY, 1957 


Present: H. W. B. Bacon (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, 
H. J. Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, D. M. Wylie, the Secretary and the 
Hon. Editor. 

Apology: An apology from Mr L. Christie was sustained. 

Survey of Public Libraries: The Secretary read a letter from the 
President, Mr A. G. W. Dunningham, recommending that a survey report 
should be available in 1960, as well as a history. It was resolved that the 
letter be referred to Council for consideration and that copies be circv- 
lated to members of the Public Library Service Committee for comment 
on the matters with which they were concerned. 

Remits: It was resolved that the remit, submitted by the Palmerston 
North Branch, be accepted for discussion at the conference, subject to 
minor changes in wording, the amended remit to read: “That the Training 
Committee be asked to consider the admission to the general training 
course of approved librarians of small public libraries who have at least 
three years’ experience even though they may not hold the specified 


educational qualifications. It is thought that this provision should not apply | 


to assistants.” 

Annual Report: The draft annual report was discussed and a number 
of changes were made. 

Memberships: Mr Alley spoke of the valuable work done by Mrs D. 
Leggett, Librarian of the Napier Public Library, and it was resolved that 
the Committee place on record its regret at Mrs Leggett’s death, and that 
a letter of sympathy be sent to her relatives. 


” * e 


N.Z. L.A. COUNCIL 


MEETINGS HELD DURING CONFERENCE 
WEEK 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 26th FEBRUARY, 1957 

Present: The President, A. G. W. Dunningham (in the chair), G. T. 
Alley, H. W. B. Bacon, A. G. Bagnall, L. Christie, C. W. Collins, H. B. 
Cowey, R. Duthie, H. J. Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, M. Milne, R. N. 
O'Reilly, D. C. Pryor, D. M. Wylie, the Secretary and the Hon. Editor. 

Apology: An apology from Mrs E. E. McMillan was sustained. 

Subscription Rates for School Libraries: \t was resolved that proposals 
made be referred to the Children’s and Young People’s Section and to 
the Finance Committee for report to the next meeting of the Council. 

Recruiting Brochures: Mr McEldowney reported progress on_ the 
brochures, which he expected to produce during the year. The report was 
received, 
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Purchase of Property: After some discussion of the Standing Executive 
Committee’s recommendation that Council delegate power to the Standing 
Executive Committee for action in the event of any suitable property being 
offered for sale, the position to be reviewed annually or at each meeting 
of Council, it was resolved that the matter be referred to the incoming 
Council for favourable consideration. 


Sale of New Zealand Historical Material Overseas: A \etter from the 
Minister of Internal Affairs, inviting the Association to make recommenda- 
tions with regard to a precise definition of the material to be controlled, 
was received and referred to the Standing Executive Committee for action. 

National Library: Mr Bagnall moved that the report of the National 
Library Committee as set out in the Annual Report be received, and 
added that he had nothing further to report. The report was received. 


Appointment of Three Ordinary Members of Council: It was resolved 
that a sub-committee consisting of Mr Bacon, Mr Bagnall and Miss Cowey 
be appointed to discuss the appointment of three ordinary members of 
Council under Rules 35 (m), (n) and (0), and: to submit suitable 
nominations. 


Conference: Mr Lorimer reported on arrangements made by the con- 
ference programme committee and recommended that Mr Frampton be 
asked to keep the press supplied with information about the conference 
and that Mr Duthie be asked to arrange a panel discussion for broad- 
casting. The recommendations were approved. 


N.Z.L.A. Notices: Arising out of a discussion on the question of whether 
a notice in the N.Z.L.A. Newsletter constituted a formal notice, it was 
resolved that Council documents or documents which are needed as part of 
the business of the Association should not be issued only as part of the 
Newsletter. 


Distribution of N.Z.L.A. Documents: It was resolved that the matter 
of distribution of Association documents be referred to the Local 
Authorities Section for recommendation. 


History of New Zealand Libraries: Mr Bagnall, General Editor of the 
proposed History of New Zealand Libraries, gave a verbal report on 
progress to date. 


Federation of Asian Library Associations: A \etter, dated 14th January, 
from the Secretary of the F.A.L.A., asking the N.Z.L.A. to reconsider its 
decision not to become a member of the Federation was received, but as 
the earlier correspondence setting out subscription rates and other infor- 
mation was not available, it was resolved that the matter be referred to 
the incoming Council. 


Election of Nine Ordinary Members of Council: Miss Bibby reported 
that in accordance with Rule 35 nominations were called for the election 
of nine ordinary members of Council. Ten nominations were received and 
voting papers were therefore sent to financial members of the Association. 
The voting resulted in the election of G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, H. B. 
Cowey, C. W. Collins, R. Duthie, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, F. A. Sandall 
and D. M. Wylie. The results of the voting were tabled. It was resolved 
that the report be received and the voting papers destroyed. 

Activities Committee: There was no written report from the Committee, 
but Mr McEldowney reported on behalf of the convener that meetings 
had been held during the year. 
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Archives Committee: Mr Bagnall presented the report as set out in the 
Annual Report of the Association, and said that the Committee woul 
require funds for postage, etc., connected with the survey. The repon 
was received. 

Children’s Library Service Committee: The report set out in the Annual 
Report of the Association was received. 

Fiction Committee: The report of the Fiction Committee as set out in 
the Annual Report was received. 


Finance Committee: Mr Bacon reported verbally that the Committe | 


had met and given consideration to estimates and had discussed proposals 
for the purchase of properties. The report was received. 


Legislation Committee: The report of the Legislation Committee as | 


printed in the Annual Report was received. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Com- 
mittee: The report set out in the Annual Report of the Association was 
received. After some discussion on the fact that the Committee had not 
acted on the direction given to it by Council to give attention to problems 
of recruitment and to consider drawing up a new document on standards 
of qualifications and salaries, it was resolved that it be a recommendation 
to the incoming Council that a sub-committee of the Librarians’ Salaries, 
Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Committee be appointed to 
deal with recruitment. 

Library Training Committee: It was resolved that the report of the 
Library Training Committee be received and the recommendations adopted, 
namely: 

(i) That the revised notes for Part I, Paper B of the training course be 
sold, when available in bound form, at a price to be fixed by Council. 

(ii) That the following be added to the panel of tutors: A. Chisholm, 
H. B. Cowey, J. H. Norrie, J. I. Reynolds, C. Tibbles. 

(iii) That member libraries be asked to give what help they can to 
provide satisfactory work and training experience for the students 
from South East Asian countries accepted for study at the Library 
School. 

(iv) That the Branches of the Association be asked to take an active 
part in recruitment, timing their plans so that they will come to a 
head at the beginning of the third term of the university year, when 
it is expected that the brochures to be published by the Association 
will be available, and when the Library School calls for applica- 
tions. 

(v) That the School Library Service be asked to revise the Manual for 
School Libraries in co-operation with the Training Committee. 

N.Z. Book Resources Committee: It was resolved that the report of the 
N.Z. Book Resources Committee (1957/14) be received and that the 
recommendations be adopted, namely: 


(i) That when the list of suggestions for acquisition to fill gaps in 
national holdings of sets and serials is completed an approach be 
made first to the Government, for funds for purchase, and failing 
that to some foundation or other body, the possibility of some of 
the items being acquired by re-allocation from overseas libraries 
being also mentioned and enquired into. 

(ii) That Council note the need for some action to keep a minimum 
number of copies of the Index to New Zealand Periodicals to 
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meet future needs of major New Zealand libraries. 

(iii) That Council record that it sees the need for continual strengthen- 
ing of the staff of the bibliographical section of the National 
Library Centre, as and when staff is available, to ensure that 
important national projects are proceeded with. 

(iv) That the Librarian of the Apia Public Library be informed that 
the appropriate approach for a service such as the extension of 
interloan facilities to her library is to the New Zealand Government 
through the Samoan Administration. 

Enquiry from Public Library, Apia, Western Samoa: The Secretary read 
a letter dated 2nd February from Miss B. Allen, Librarian, Apia Public 
Library, asking under what terms and at what subscription rates the 
Council would be prepared to extend institutional membership to her 
library, and mentioning her wish for members of her staff to take the 
N.Z.L.A. Training Course and for the library to participate in the interloan 
service. It was resolved that the Hon. Solicitor be asked for his opinion 
on the question of membership. 

Nominations Committee: Mr McEldowney reported that the Nomina- 
tions Committee acted within its terms of reference, and that nominations 
had been received for all offices except those of Vice-President and Hon. 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Miss Bibby reported that only three nominations had been received the 
day before nominations for the election of ordinary members of the 
Council closed, and asked that those standing for election in future should 
try to see that their nominations were sent in well before the closing date, 
since this would facilitate the work both of the office and of the Nomina- 
tions Committee. The reports were received. 


Public Library Service Committee: Mr Wylie submitted the report in the 
Annual Report of the Association and said that the Committee would be 
meeting during conference to discuss the question of standards on relation- 
ships between Librarians and Committees referred to it by the Standing 
Executive Committee. The report was received. 

Publications Committee: The report set out in the Annual Report was 
received, 

Appointment of Three Ordinary Members of Council: The President 
announced that the result of the voting held earlier had resulted in the 
appointment of Mr H. J. Lorimer, Mrs E. E. McMillan and Mr D. C. 
Pryor to the Council. 

Indecent Publications: Mr Bagnall reported that the Justice Department 
had not invited Mr Wylie and himself to discuss any books referred to 
the Minister under the Indecent Publications Amendment Act. The report 
was received. 

National Historic Places Trust: Mr Bagnall reported that at the last 
meeting of the Trust a ballot had been held to decide which member of 
the Trust should terminate his period of appointment after one year of 
service, and that the lot had fallen to him. 

Mr H. W. B. Bacon: It was resolved that Council place on record its 
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr Bacon to the Council and 
to the cause of libraries in New Zealand over a number of years and 
express its regret that he will not in future be serving on the Council. 
Mr Dunningham added his thanks to those expressed and mentioned, in 
particular, Mr Bacon’s services as Chairman of the Finance Committee. 
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NOTES ON MEETING OF Ist MARCH, 1957 


Present: The President, D. C. Pryor (in the chair), G. T. Alley 
A. G. Bagnall, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. Dunningham, 
R. Duthie, H. J. Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. McMillan, R. N 
O'Reilly, C. S. Perry, F. A. Sandall, D. M. Wylie and the Secretary. 

Vacancies on Council: Consideration was given to the question of filling 
the two vacancies on the Council caused by the election of Mr D. ( 
Pryor to the office of President and Mr F. A. Sandall to the office of 
Vice President. It was resolved that Cr L. Christie be appointed to {ij) 
one vacancy. Nominations for the second vacancy were considered, and the 
President was authorised to approach Cr D. B. Black to ask him to accept 
appointment. 

(The meeting then adjourned and later resumed. There were then present, in addition 
to those listed above, D. B. Black, L. Christie and the Hon. Editor.) 

Appointment to Council: Mr Pryor reported that Cr D. B. Black had 
agreed to accept appointment to the Council. It was resolved that Cr 
Black be appointed to the vacancy caused by the election of Mr F. A, 
Sandall to the office of Vice President. 

Welcome to New Members: Mr Pryor welcomed Cr Black to the 





— 


Council and welcomed back Mr Perry and Mr Sandall, expressing the | 


wish that they would enjoy their work during the coming year. 

Outgoing Members of Council: \t was resolved that letters be sent 
to Miss Milne, Mr Bacon and Mr Rogers, thanking them for the work 
they had done on Council and wishing them well for the future. 

Subscription Rates for School Libraries: The Secretary reported that the 
Children’s and Young People’s Section had referred the question of sub- 
scription rates for school libraries to its executive for further investigation. 
It was resolved that the Section’s report, when available, be referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

Registrar, N.Z.L.A.: Mt McEldowney reported that Miss Bibby had been 
offered appointment to the position of Registrar of the Association and 
that she had accepted the appointment. He then moved that the appoint- 
ment be confirmed. The motion was carried. 

Purchase of Property: \t was resolved that Council delegate power to the 
Standing Executive Committee to act, if necessary, if any suitable property 
be offered for sale, the purchase to be based on a suitable valuation and 
the report of the Hon. Solicitor, and that the position be reviewed 
annually. 

Distribution of Association Documents: \t was resolved that copies of 
formal Association notices be sent to both the Town Clerk and _ the 
Librarian of Local Authority members of the Association, in accordance 
with the recommendation from the local Authorities Section. 

1958 Conference: It was resolved that the 1958 conference be held at 
Invercargill from 25th to 28th February, inclusive, subject to confirmation 
of the verbal invitation from the Invercargill City Council. 

Dates of Conference: Mr Sandall raised the matter of conference dates, 
saying that the last week in February was inconvenient for university 
librarians. After some discussion, it was resolved that the dates of con- 
ferences be referred to the Standing Executive Committee for consideration 
and report. 

Federation of Asian Library Associations: It was resolved that the cor- 
respondence from the Federation of Asian Library Associations be referred 
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to the Standing Executive Committee for investigation and report to the 
next meeting of Council. 

Assistance to Students from S.E. Asian Countries: Mr Alley reported 
that some of the students who had come from Indonesia under the 
auspices of the Colombo Plan were to be in New Zealand for a period 
of three years and that it was suggested that they should spend the first 
year working in four different types of libraries for three months each. 
Mr Macaskill would be drawing up a programme for the students and 
would be writing to the libraries concerned. The report was received. 


Index to New Zealand Periodicals: It was resolved that the recommenda- 
tion from the Book Resources Committee that Council note the need 
for some action to keep a minimum number of copies of the Index to 
New Zealand Periodicals to meet future needs of major New Zealand 
libraries be referred to the Publications Committee. 

Public Library Service Committee: Mr Wylie presented the report of 
the Public Library Service Committee and moved that the first recom- 
mendation be adopted, namely “that an endeavour be made to secure the 
services of an American librarian to make a survey in 1959 in co-operation 
with a New Zealand librarian, whom the Committee recommends should 
be Mr G. T. Alley. The report of the survey should be on the broad lines 
of the Munn-Barr Report rather than the detailed work of Miss Tompkins.” 
After some discussion in which various questions were raised including the 
timing of the survey and the possibility of covering more than public 
library service, the mover and seconder decided to amend their motion to 
read “that the recommendation be referred to the Standing Executive 
Committee.” Carried. 

It was resolved that paragraph 2 of the report be received and that the 
recommendations of paragraph 3 be adopted, namely: 

“That the Committee be authorised to carry out a survey this year of 
library statistics in the fields of rating and finance for the 1956-57 year. 

“That the Department of Statistics be asked to show library finance as 
a separate council activity in the Local Authorities’ Handbook.” 

Refresher Course for Teacher-Librarians: Consideration was given to a 
recommendation from the Children’s and Young People’s Section with 
regard to the holding of a refresher course and also to a letter from the 
Section executive. Mr Alley pointed out that all refresher courses were 
organised in close co-operation with the School Library Service and that 
there was no need for the Association to offer assistance. It was resolved 
that a request be made to the Teachers’ Refresher Course Committee 
asking it to hold a course for teacher-librarians next year, preferably a 
residential seven day course. 

N.Z.L.A. Salary Scale: Consideration was given to a recommendation 
from the Local Authorities Section executive that the N.Z.L.A. salary scale 
should be negotiated with the Municipal Association. It was resolved that 
the recommendation be referred to the next meeting of the Council to 
be taken in conjunction with any report from the Salaries Committee. It 
was decided to refer to the Salaries Committee for consideration a 
suggestion that all types of library should be represented in any salary scale 
recommended by the Association. 

Regional Library Co-operation: Consideration was given to the resolution 
passed by the conference “that this Association approves the principle of 
library co-operation in regional areas with Government assistance, and 
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recommends the Council to continue the investigation of the 1956 Working 
Party through an appropriate committee of the Association, and authorises 
an approach to the Government for expenses for purposes of the investiga. 
tion.” It was resolved that an ad hoc committee be set up, to be called 
the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation, to continue the investi. 
gation of the 1956 Working Party. 

It was resolved that the Committee consist of: G. T. Alley (Convener), 
H. H. Barker, A. G. W. Dunningham, E. O. E. Hill, A. E. Mercer, T. B, 
O'Neill, C. S. Perry, and P. Taylor. 


It was resolved that all recommendations concerning the Working Party's 
report be referred to the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation, 

It was resolved that a vote of appreciation be accorded to the three 
members of the Working Party who had not been appointed to the 
Committee, namely Miss Cowey, Mr O’Reilly and Mr Wylie. 

Conference Programme: It was resolved that the recommendation from 
the Seminar for Librarians of New Zealand Collections that more time be 
provided at the next conference for the Seminar be referred to the Con- 
ference Committee. 


N.Z.L.A. Training Course: \t was decided to refer to the Training 
Committee a recommendation from conference that the Training Com- 
mittee be asked to consider the admission to the general training course 
of approved librarians of small public libraries who have at least three 
years’ experience even though they may not hold the specified educational 
qualifications. 

Union List of Expedition Reports: It was resolved that in view of the 
urgent need to complete a definitive list of works in sets and serials not 
in New Zealand libraries, Mr R. Carey be asked to make available to the 
National Library Centre such information from his records as is necessary 
to enable a Union List of expedition reports to be compiled. 

Building Fund Reserve: \t was resolved that the question of setting aside 
a special building fund reserve, in accordance with a recommendation 
from Conference, be referred to the Finance Committee. 

Restricted Institutional Members: On the motion of Mr Pryor, seconded 
by Mr McEldowney, it was resolved that the question of implementing the 
new Rule 6 (a) be referred to Messrs A. G. Bagnall, E. H. Leatham and 
the Hon. Secretary, to prepare proposals for consideration by the Standing 
Executive Committee, the draft conditions to be referred by the Standing 
Executive Committee to the Legislation Committee for report before they 
are offered to the members concerned. 


Salaries: It was resolved that the Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Con- 
ditions and Qualifications Committee be asked to attempt to incorporate 
special libraries in the salary scales. 

Activities Committee: It was resolved that the question of setting up an 
Activities Committee be deferred for consideration at the August meeting 
and that in the meantime the Hon. Secretary and Mr O'Reilly be asked to 
prepare draft terms of reference. 

Trustees for N.Z.L.A. Accounts: It was resolved that A. G. Bagnall, 
W. J. McEldowney and C. S. Perry be appointed trustees for the Associa- 
tion’s general accounts for the current year. 


It was resolved that G. T. Alley, D. G. Bibby and W. J. McEIdowney 
be appointed trustees for the N.Z.L.A. Registration Account. 
Judges for Esther Glen Award: It was resolved that Mrs D. While 
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(convener), Mrs A. Chisholm and Mrs I. R. Webb be appointed Judges 
for the Esther Glen Award for the period ending on 30th June 1958. 

Advertising Manager: \t was resolved that Mr I. W. Malcolm be 
re-appointed Advertising Manager for New Zealand Libraries for the year 
1957-58. 

Date of Next Council Meeting: Thursday, 29th August, was agreed to 
tentatively as the date of the next Council meeting. 

Conference Report: Mr Perry asked whether it would be possible to let 
delegates have a report on the conference at a fairly early date, and 
Mr McEldowney replied that it was proposed to send out a Newsletter as 
soon as possible. 

Vote of Thanks: Votes of thanks to the President for his conduct of the 
meeting and to the Registrar for her work during conference were 
carried. 


N.Z.L.A. STANDING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 20th MARCH, 1957 


Present: A. G. Bagnall (in the chair), G. T. Alley, H. J. Lorimer, 
W. J. McEldowney, S. Perry, D. M. Wylie, the Registrar and the Hon. 
Editor. 

Sale of N.Z. Historical Material Overseas: Mr Bagnall submitted for 
consideration a draft reply to the letter from the Minister of Internal 
Affairs, dated 23rd January, inviting the Association to suggest a precise 
definition of the material which it thought should be covered by the 
proposed legislation restricting the export from New Zealand of certain 
types of printed and written historical material. A number of amendments 
were made to the draft, after which it was resolved that the draft letter, 
as amended and subject to any further minor necessary changes, be sent to 
the Minister of Internal Affairs. 

Recruitment: Mr McEldowney said that he had put this matter on the 
order paper because the Council at its meeting on Ist March had not 
given full consideration to the recommendation referred to it by the out- 
going Council that a sub-committee of the Librarians’ Salaries, Recruit- 
ment, Conditions and Qualifications Committee be appointed to deal with 
recruitment. The Registrar read a letter from Mr L. Christie who had been 
asked to give his views on this matter. It was resolved that a letter be sent 
to Mr Christie asking the Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and 
Qualifications Committee to appoint a sub-committee, with power to 
co-opt, to consider the problem of recruitment. 

Dates of Conferences: After a general discussion of the suggestion made 
at the Council meeting on Ist March that conferences should be held 
tarlier than the fourth week in February, it was resolved that the Hon. 
Secretary be asked to prepare a report for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Standing Executive Committee on the lines of the points 
made in the discussion. 

Federation of Asian Library Associations: The Registrar said that this 
matter had been referred to the Standing Executive Committee because 
the earlier correspondence had not been available at the Council meetings 
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held in Rotorua. She then read extracts from the correspondence, including 
the statement in the draft constitution that the annual subscription rate 
for national associations would be fifty Indian Rupees. The question of 
membership was discussed briefly, and it was then resolved that the 
Committee recommend to the next meeting of the Council that the New 
Zealand Library Association join the Federation of Asian Library 
Associations. 

Lehigh University: The Registrar read a letter from the Librarian of 
Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, stating that Mr M. G. 
Hitchings of the Alexander Turnbull Library had been awarded the Com- 
monwealth Research Librarianship for 1957-58. 

1958 Conference: The Registrar read a telegram from the Town Clerk, 
Invercargill, extending an invitation from the City Council for the 1958 
conference to be held in Invercargill. It was resolved that a letter be sent 
accepting the invitation. 

Union Catalogue of Manuscripts in New Zealand Libraries: Mr Bagnall 
reported that the Archives Seminar at the 1957 conference had approved 
rules for the cataloguing of manuscripts and that the Alexander Turnbull 
Library had offered to house and maintain a Union Catalogue of Manu- 
scripts in New Zealand Libraries. He then read a draft letter accepting the 
offer from the Alexander Turnbull Library. It was resolved that the action 
taken be approved and the letter as read be sent. 

Balance Sheet: The Registrar tabled the audited balance sheet and 
accounts received from the Auditors, Pattrick, Feist, Jack and Middlebrook, 
and pointed out that they were set out in the same form as in previous 
years. It was resolved that the question of the form in which the balance 
sheet should be presented be referred to the Finance Committee for report 
to Council. 

N.Z. Book Resources Committee: Mr Alley reported that he had received 
a letter from Mr Dunningham suggesting that there should be sub- 
committees of the New Zealand Book Resources Committee, in particular, 
local committees. It was agreed that the matter should be left for 
discussion by the Book Resources Committee itself and by Council in 
August. 





REVIEW 


UNION List OF THESES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND, 
1910-1954. Compiled by D. L. Jenkins. N.Z.L.A., 1956. 


We must be grateful indeed for the bibliographical work initiated within 
the University of Otago Library in the past. Now we have an attempt 
to improve the position with regard to university theses. The result is 
a well-arranged, cyclostyled volume of foolscap size. The arrangement is 
by subject and under each subject the entries are listed chronologically 
according to year of presentation, and within each year alphabetically 
by author. A certain amount of cross-indexing has been introduced and 
this contributes to the usefulness of the volume and the ease with which 
it can be consulted. An author index completes the volume. A contents 
page could have been included, although this would have involved 
pagination. 
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Before I became a librarian I used to wonder what happened to a 
thesis after it was marked. I had imagined a kind of vast elephants’ 
graveyard full of the bones of dead theses and this notion was not altered 
in any way by the fate of my own thesis. It simply disappeared. I have 
since learnt that this was not an uncommon feature of university 
administration in the past. A thesis, particularly in the early days, was 
treated simply as a requirement for an examination and then, unless it 
were exceptional, forgotten. Repeated attention was drawn to the 
inadequacy of college libraries either for student reference or for research 
(particularly in the Hogben report of 1912 and the report of the Royal 
Commission . . . 1925). Nevertheless, there was no requirement that a 
thesis should be deposited in a college library and preserved for the use 
of future students working in the same field. In time, college librarians 
tried to encourage students to deposit their theses but they had to wait 
till 1949 before the haphazard practice of voluntary deposit was replaced 
by regulation. Nor did students have a ready way of knowing what theses 
had been accepted in other centres. 

The first step towards filling this bibliographical gap was taken by the 
National Historical Committee in 1940 when it put out its List of Theses. 
This list, which was mainly based on theses submitted during the years 1927 
to 1937, was not intended to be complete. Selection was largely restricted to 
those theses “which might be of use to the National Historical Com- 
mittee”. This list was superseded by the Provisional list of successful 
theses submitted for Masterate, Honours and higher degrees, 1920-1948 
and published by the University of New Zealand. It reproduces a register 
kept in the office of the University of New Zealand. Although no proper 
record of theses was kept prior to 1927 an attempt was made to trace 
them back to 1920. This list makes no claim to completeness due, no 
doubt, to loose administration in the keeping of records subsequent to 
1927. It should be noted that this list provides a classified approach to 
its entries and introduces standard library location symbols. The Union 
List of Theses . . . has followed its arrangement. 

The Union List of Theses is much more ambitious in its intentions, and 
must be judged by these intentions. The compiler’s ambition to produce 
a union list was a laudable one and the project received the blessing and 
encouragement of the N.Z.L.A. It is a pity that the issue was not more 
successful. 

The Union List of Theses is much more ambitious in its intentions, and 
modified to include: 


i. Overseas theses of New Zealand interest and theses presented by 
New Zealanders while overseas. 

ii. Theses for scholarships and prizes. 

iii. Theses presented prior to 1920 and those presented from 1949-1954. 
There are very few theses of the first category listed. It is questionable 
whether they should be listed at all, at least at this stage, until certain 
questions are settled. Users of the list are entitled to know, firstly, what 
countries are intended by “overseas” and secondly, what is meant by “of 
New Zealand interest”? Unless one is being deliberately parochial it is 
quite conceivable that any thesis on any aspect of knowledge would be 
“of New Zealand interest”. Or do we scour the world for theses with 
the operative words “New Zealand” in their titles? 

There seems little point in including theses of this category (together 
with “theses presented by New Zealanders while overseas”) unless proper 


31 








means have been taken to ensure that the coverage will be reasonably 
complete and kept up-to-date year by year. The omissions, even in the 
case of “theses presented by New Zealanders while overseas”, would 
strongly imply that this has not been done. 

The only theses recorded in the second category of scholarships and 
prizes are those for which the Philip Neill Music Prize was awarded. Are 
we to conclude then, and this is a union list, that there are no other 
theses in this category? 

The number of pre-1920 theses recorded is small indeed, but the 
inherent difficulty of tracing these must preclude us from expecting much 
I understand that the method used in compiling the list was to request 
the cooperation of the different college libraries. While the entries for 
the years 1949 to 1954 are reasonably complete there are, nevertheless, 
many omissions, most of which would have been found by the simple 
expedient of having someone consult the register of theses held by the 
University of New Zealand. For example, this register records twenty- 
three Ph.D. theses for 1954 and the Union List records twelve. This 
discrepancy, and others less serious, raises one or two points which should 
have been clarified in the preface. Is the year given against each thesis 
the year in which the thesis was presented or the year (usually the 
following one) in which the degree was granted? There is a difference 
between a thesis being presented and accepted. This question leads 
inevitably to another question, namely is it the intention of the compiler 
to list all theses presented, or only successful ones? I raise these points 
because of ambiguity in the preface and a lack of consistency in the 
dating of theses. 

Two facts about the Union List of Theses stand out, namely, its 
incompleteness and the overall lack of a clear and decisive policy. Surely 
it is wrong to call such a work a “union list” on the one hand, and to 
excuse its deficiencies on the other hand by emphasising its provisional 
nature. It is possible to hold the view that it is better to publish something 
at this stage rather than nothing, but this scarcely accords with standards 
of professional librarianship. Indeed it is surprising that the N.Z.L.A. 
permitted the list to be published under its imprint without careful prior 
checking. Perhaps the N.Z.L.A. was presented with a fait accompli? 

A lot of work has gone into producing the Union List which is, after 
all, a step further in the right direction. It is to be hoped that its 
deficiencies will be corrected in a revised edition. In my copy the sections 
on Engineering and Education are misbound. 

C.W.T. 





PALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCIL 


CITY LIBRARIAN 
Applications, closing 30th April, 1957, are invited for the 
above position at a commencing salary of £1,100 per annum. 
Conditions of appointment may be obtained from the under- 
signed. 
A. M. P. HALL, 
TOWN CLERK, 
Box 614, Palmerston North. 
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PICKERING AND PLATT 


BOOKBINDING SPECIALISTS 


15S DARWIN STREET 
KARORI 


WELLINGTON, W.3. 


Quotations to your specifications given on request 





Two Odysseys, by Marguerite Johnston, tells of the thrilling adven- 
tures of two young Frenchwomen during the German Occupation 
of France and Tunisia in the last World War. The foreword is by 
Monsieur le baron André de Fonscolombe, acting Minister of France 
in New Zealand in 1952. The book contains 72 pages (medium 8vo.) 
with 18 illustrations on art paper and three maps. 

Cost price—S/- per copy. 
Miss M. Johnston, 16 Matai Road, Hataitai, Wellington. 








FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO N.Z.L.A. LIST 


AUTHOR GRADING 


A Established author of Major Works—wholly free. 
[A] Tentative A grading—mainly free. 
AB Author with Literary and General appzal—suitable for both free 
and rental collections. 
|AB] As above: tentative grading. 
B Author of Stock Commercial Novels—wholly rental. 
111Le GRADING 
A Major works. 
Ab Less important works. 
AB Literary and general appeal. 
aB~ General but mainly non-literary appeal. 
B = Stock commercial. 
OQ May cause offence. 
POPULARITY is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) after the title 
gradings, 
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1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Camus, Albert, 1913- . A The fall. 
Hamilton, 1957. 15/6. a con- 
fession or apologia delivered by a 
formerly successful Parisian lawyer 
to someone he meets by chance. [His] 
previous life is such a crude and 
jeieune stereotype that its condem- 
nation cannot be taken to apply to 
anything but the , day dreams of 
French adolescents.”” A. Quinton in 
NSN, 16.2.57. ; 

Durrell, Lawrence, 1912- . A. Justine. 
Faber, 1957. 15/-. “. . . [it] might be 
styled as an erotic fantasia on the 
theme of Alexandria in the Thirties. 
It offers plenty of rewards and some 
disappointment, It is at its best the 
closer it stays to prose-poetry, the 
further it keeps away from the 
accepted conventions of & novel.” 
M. Richardson in NSN, 9.2.57. Ab*. 
Fraser, Ronald, 1888- AB. The wine 
of illusion, Cape, 1957, 13/6. “[The 
author] has returned to the trials of 
the literary life in T'ang China . 
though the characters never engage 
the reader's affections some of the 
conversations are amusing indeed.” 
TLS, 15.2.57. AB. 

Hanley, Gerald, 1916- . [AB]. Without 
love. Collins, 1957. 13/6. “. . . not 
much more than a top carbon-copy of 
Graham Greene. It should have 
been tragedy, or terrifying comedy; it 
is passable melodrama.”’ A. S. Fraser 
in NSN, 16.3.57. AB*. 

Hyams, Edward Solomon, 1910- . A/AB. 
Into the dream. Longmans, 1957. 15/-. 
“Mr Hyams is always interesting even 
if the shapes of his novels are gener- 
ally unsatisfactory. . Another of 
his difficulties is that he cannot make 
up his mind whether he is writing 
Straight or satirically, but lively and 
readable he remains.” M. Richardson 
in NSN, 9.2.57. AB*. 

Kennedy, Margaret, 1896- . AB. The 
heroes | of Clone. Macmillan, 1957. 
15/- . . I find this terse ironical 
entirely Fiftyish book most impres- 
sive... a balanced and adult novel.” 
M. Scrutton in NSN, 23.2.57. AB**. 

Mailer, Norman, 1923- . A. The deer 
park. Wingate, 1957. 15/-. a 
long stone-dead chronicle of ‘promis- 
cuous copulation masquerading as a 
satire on Hollywood. Almost every- 
thing is wrong with it apart from a 
certain pert wise-cracking readability 
which almost makes things worse.” 


M. Richardson in NSN, 9.2.57. 
aBt**O. 
Meersch, Maxence von der, 1907-1951. 


A. The hour of love, tr. by E. Fitz- 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY 


Morgan, Charles, 1894- 


Saroyan, William, 1908- 


Walmsley, Leo, 1892- . AB. 


gerald. Kimber, 1957. 16/-. “ 

an intense novel about a Pygmalion- 
like love affair . [the author] tugs 
unrestrainedly at the heart strings but 
manages only to jerk a few tears.’ 
TLS, 15.2.57. AB**. 


Menen, Aubrey. AB. The abode of love. 


Chatto & Windus, 1957. 13/6. “a 
fictional reconstruction of the career 
of Henry James Prince who coped 
with the desires that made him such 
an unsatisfactory clergyman by in- 
venting a small religion to accommo- 
date them. . The book is written 
with great elegance and apparently 


effortless lucidity and is_ skilfully 
navigated between two dangerous 
reefs." A. Quinton in NSN, 16.2.57. 
AB*. 


-A/AB. Chal- 
Venus. Macmillan, 1957. 
5/-. . . his new novel is best 
Suid ‘upon as his homage to Italy 

. giving a delightful picture of a 
small italian hill-town which he calls 
Varenna . . . the touch of mysticism 
which Mr Morgan infuses into his 
narrative . Seems to confuse and 
conceal rather than illuminate’ the 
issues involved.”” TLS, 22.2.57. AB. 
. A. Mama, I 
love you. Faber, 1957. 15/-. “The 
transformation of Mr Saroyan from 
the tough-oblique, near-avant-garde 
realist that we used to know into the 
author of Mama, I love you seems 
almost incredible. It belongs to 
that rare class of novel which you 
can’t put down, even when it makes 
you throw up.”” M. Richardson in 
NSN, 9.3.57. AB. 


lenge to 
1 = 


The happy 
ending. Collins, 1957. 14/-. “Describes 
the buying of a derelict Welsh man- 
sion during the last war. .. A 
happy book, sincere and pleasant to 
read.”” TLS, 1.3.57. AB*. 


West, Jessamyn, A. Learn to say good- 


bye. Hodder, 1957. 12/6. Fourteen 
American short stories. “. . . Miss 
West handles the short story with 
rhythm and delicacy of language and 
composition but her narrative is 
never vague in outline; her stories 
have anecdotal value.” TLS, 8.2.57. 
* 


White, Terence Hanbury, 1906- . AB. 


The Master. Cape, 1957. 15/-. “. 

an ingenious extravaganza on the 
borders of science fiction, satire and 
Straight adventure. It has affinities 
with the Hibbert Journal and the 
Boy's Own Paper.”’ M. Richardson in 
NSN, 9.3.57. AB*. 


NEW AUTHORS AND 


IMPROVED TITLES BY OTHER AUTHORS 


Edelman, Maurice. The happy ones. 
Wingate, 1957. 13/6. “Mr Edelman is 
very talented. . . . His characters may 
appear slightly more precise than 


they would in real life . and yet 
something is lacking which prevents 
this novel from stirring the emotions.” 
TLS, 15.3.57. AB** 





Kirst, Hans Helmut. the return of admirably free from self-indulgence” 
Gunner Asch. Weidenfeld & Nicol- A. Quinton in NSN, 16.2.57. AB®, 
son, 1957. 13/6. “The final instal- Spark, Muriel. The comforters, Mac- 
ment of this anti-militarist trilogy, millan, 1957. 13/6. ‘ rites 
Zero Eight Fifteen, about the German clearly and imagines powerfully iy 
army during the war. . . . There are the whole thing is genuinely sinister 
frequent and perhaps at times inevit- and genuinely funny . . . a fine firs 
ably rather confusing changes of novel.”” M. Scrutton in NSN, 23,2.57, 
scene and mood so that you feel the AB*. 
need for more narrative focus than Tennyson, Hallam. The dark goddess, 
Asch is allowed to provide.” M. V. Mitchell, 1957. 13/6. “The heroine 
Richardson in NSN, 9.3.57. AB*. .. is... Joan Rawdon, an English 

Lucas, Barbara. Growing-up. Gollancz, sociologist who is devoting herself to 
1957. 13/6. “. . . A Kensington saga the people of India. . . . Mr Tenny- 
of adolescent girlhood that turns out son writes good dialogue and good 
to be much better than one might descriptions of the Indian scene , , 
expect... a collection of bits and a lively novel in its own right as well 
—_ but some of them are excel aS an interesting documentary.” M, 
ent. It is lively, sympathetic and Richardson in NSN, 9.3.57. AB*, 


OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING BELOW 
STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Mishima, Yukio, pseud. of Hiraoka den. “A copious and eventful family 
Kimitake, 1925- . The sound of chronicle . . . translation of a work 
waves; tr. by Meredith Weatherby. at once colloquial and archaic must 
Secker and Warburg, 1957. 12/6. have been difficult.”” TLS, 15.2.57. A. 
“  . . @ very simple and unassuming 
affair. Most of the fun of reading it Tressell, Robert. The ragged-trousered 
comes from its remoteness. Odd philanthropists. Lawrence & Wishart, 
scraps of Westerness here and there 1957. 15/-. First published in abridg- 
heighten the effect of distance. .. .” ment 1914, this is the first edition 
A. Quinton in NSN, 16.2.57. Ab*. with the full text. It “remains a 

Nisser, Peter. The red marten; tr. by novel, and is not a tract . . . [the] 

Walford. M. Joseph, 1957. 15/-. book is the voice of the poor them- 
The scene is cighteenth century Swe- selves.”” TLS, 1.3.57. A. 


REPRINTS AND RETRANSLATIONS 


Godden, Rumer, 1907- .A/AB. The lady lishers consider it deserved. .. . It is 
and the unicorn. Davies, 1957. 12/6. an unusual book which shows clear 
“ . . an early novel. . . first pub evidence of a f~ if pooeety delicate 
lished in 1938 which did not at that talent.”” TLS, . AB 
time attract the attention its pub- 


NEW NOVELS: AN ADVANCE LIST 


Ayme, Marcel, 1902- .A/AB. Across 1953. A. War in the blood. Collins, 

Paris. Bodley Head. 13/6. 15/-. 
Bates, Herbert Ernest, 190S- . A/AB. Mankowitz, Wolf. AB. The Mendelman 

a of a huntsman. M. Joseph. fire. Deutsch. 12/6 

Murdoch, Iris. The ‘sandcastle, Chatto 

Bellon, Saul, 1916- . A. Seize the day. & Windus. 15/-. 

Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 10/6. Oldenbourg, Zoe, 1916- . AB. The 
Druon, Maurice. The poisoned crown. awakened, Gollancz. 16/-. 

Hart-Davis. 15/-. Powys, John Cowper, 1872- . A. Up 
Compton-Burnett, Ivy, I885- . A. A and out. Macdonald. 15/-. 

father and his fate. Gollancz. 12/6. Richter, Conrad, 1890- . A. The lady. 
Harling, Robert. The endless colonnade. Gollancz. 12/6. 

Chatto & Windus, 13/6. Spender, Stephen, 1909- .A. The fool 
Hartley, Leslie Poles, 1895- . A. The and the princess. H. Hamilton. 15/- 

hireling. H. Hamilton, 13/6. Tomlinson, Henry Major, 1873- . A 
Huxley, Aldous Leonard, 1894- . A. The trumpet shall sound. Hodder & 

Collected short stories. Chatto & Stoughton. 12/6. 

Windus. 21/-. Waugh, Evelyn Arthur St. John, 1903-. 
Lagerkvist, Par Fabian, 1891- . A. The The ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold. Chap 
sibyl, tr. by N. Walford. Chatto & man & Hall. 10/6. 

Windus, 10/6. Williamson, Henry, 1897- A. The 
Madariaga Y Rojo, Salvador dec, 1886 golden virgin. Macdonald. 15/-. 
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PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 


Crystal clear ACETATE or Non tear VINYL plastic film. 
Both types of covers are fortified by a New Cloth Tape. 
EXTRA THICK—EXTRA DURABLE—EXTRA ADHESIVE. 


Added life to plastic book covers with use of a new, thicker, most 
durable and adhesive cloth binding tape. 


The extra expense of this higher quality tape has not affected 
the price of our covers. 
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